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National Spotlight

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Representative Bud Cramer (Ala.-05), 
co-founder of the Congressional Missing and Exploited Children’s 
Caucus, announced that the House approved vital legislation this
week to protect children from online sexual predators.

Representative Cramer is recognized as one of Congress’ 
leaders on children’s issues.  He has supported numerous pieces 
of legislation that are aimed at making the nation safer for 
families.  He said, “A major concern from child advocates is the
ease that sexual predators can use the Internet to lure children.  
Unfortunately, an adult pretending to be a child can reach out to 
an unsuspecting child anywhere in the country.  These bills will
help give parents additional confidence that the Internet can be
safe for their kids by providing law enforcement with new tools to 
fight against online sexual predators.”

Included among the House-passed legislation was the Keeping 
the Internet Devoid of Sexual Predators (KIDS) Act.  Cramer 
was a co-sponsor of this legislation that would require sexual 
predators to register any e-mail address, instant message 
address, or other internet profiles that a convicted sex offender 
uses to communicate over the Internet.  This bill would also 
require the Justice Department to create and maintain a 
searchable database that will help social networking websites 
identify registered sex offenders.

The House also approved the Providing Resources, Officers 
and Technology to Eradicate Cyber Threats to (PROTECT) 
Our Children Act.  This bill would authorize increased funding 
for the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) task force 
program.  It would also add additional FBI and Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agents to specifically investigate crimes 
against children, and would create new crime labs to help shorten 
backlogs.

The ICAC program combines law enforcement officers, 
prosecutors, and computer specialists to develop a uniform 
response for cyber predators and child pornography cases, and 
to enforce efforts against Internet crime.  In April, Representative 
Cramer met with law enforcement and child advocates in North 
Alabama to discuss internet safety and the region’s involvement 
with the ICAC program.  Cramer said, “I’m proud we have passed 
this legislation to strengthen the ICAC programs across the 
country.” Continued on page 2…

Cramer Applauds Legislation 
to Protect Kids Online

From the Office of Congressman Cramer
For Immediate Release: November 15, 2007

This year, the staff members from each department at the 
NCAC participated in a creative turkey basket competition. 
The goal was to create a themed Thanksgiving basket that 
would provide a fun feast for families served by our prevention 
department. The basket themes ranged from Auburn and 
Alabama to festive fall decor. Each basket, no matter what its 
theme, held a yummy turkey and all the trimmings for a 
Thanksgiving meal. Mickey Ellis, from Congressman Cramer’s 
office, judged the baskets on creativity and practicality. She 
couldn’t choose just one winner so, fittingly, she declared 
everyone a winner!    

Thanksgiving Baskets Get a Makeover

Colleen Cohen, with 
Aerojet, presented Chris 

Newlin, NCAC Excecutive
Director, a $2,000 check 

from the GenCorp 
Foundation to be used to 

support our prevention and 
intervention services.
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For more information about NCAC programs and services please visit www.nationalcac.org
If you suspect child abuse, call the National Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-4ACHILD (800-422-4453)

To report child abuse in Huntsville or Madison County, AL call: 256-535-4500

National Children’s Advocacy Center
Receives Accreditation

The National Children’s Advocacy Center was recently re-
accredited by the National Children’s Alliance, the national 
membership organization of Child Advocacy Centers.  This 
accreditation was made “without recommendations” meaning 
that the NCAC met all ten standards for accreditation without 
any deficiencies.  According to NCAC Executive Director, 
Chris Newlin, “We are honored to receive this accreditation 
from the National Children’s Alliance, and it is truly 
representative of the dramatic efforts of the NCAC staff and 
our committed Multidisciplinary Team Members from the 
Madison County District Attorney’s Office, Huntsville Police 
Department, Madison County Sheriff’s Department, Madison 
City Police Department, Madison County Department of 
Human Services, Crisis Services of North Alabama, and the 
Madison County Department of Health.”

Continued from page 1 …“Cramer Applauds Legislation”

Additionally, the House approved the Safeguarding 
America’s Families by Enhancing & Reorganizing New & 
Efficient Technologies Act.  This bill would authorize 
funding to create an Internet safety campaign through the 
Federal Trade Commission that would raise awareness of 
threats to financial information and privacy, threats from 
cyber-crime, and threats to juveniles.  It would also encourage 
the technology industry to promote online safety for children.

Finally, the House approved the Effective Child 
Pornography Prosecution Act and the Clarification of the 
Scope of Child Pornography Law.  These bills strengthen 
federal law application in child pornography cases.  They 
enable law enforcement officials to bring additional federal 
felony charges against those who produce child pornography 
and transmit those images over the internet. *

Members from the Alabama State Legislature, along with 
representatives from the Children’s Trust Fund and other 
government officials attended a Legislature luncheon hosted 
by the NCAC on Tuesday, November 27. Milton Jackson 
with the Children’s Trust Fund presented a check for 
$82,500 given by the State of Alabama to provide necessary 
funding to NCAC prevention programs. Special thanks to 
Joey Ceci for providing the catered lunch deliciously 
prepared by Narvell.

The attendees from left to right were Children’s Trust Fund 
representative Milton Jackson, State Senator Arthur Orr, 
Representative Tom Butler, Representative Howard 
Sanderford, NCAC Executive Director Chris Newlin, 
Children’s Trust Fund Board Member  Marilyn Grundy,  
Senator Parker Griffith MD, and Representative Butch 
Taylor.

Ways To Give
•‘Tis the Season…
Make your gift giving easier and more meaningful by 
participating in the NCAC’s Holiday Tribute Program. 
Holiday Tributes begin at $15 per recipient but can be given in 
greater denominations. Simply send us the name(s) of the 
person(s) you wish to honor or remember with your donation 
and their address(es) by December 20th and we will send 
them a lovely, personalized card announcing your gift and 
wishing them a happy holiday season.  All proceeds from the 
program go directly to the local programs for the prevention, 
intervention and treatment of child abuse. If you prefer to shop 
for your gifts, we would greatly appreciate a general holiday 
donation. 

To learn more visit: http://www.nationalcac.org/holidaygiving/

•2008 Corporate Sponsorships!
All businesses, large and small, can make a difference in the 
lives of children and families in North Alabama through 
various corporate sponsorship opportunities. Plan now to be 
an NCAC sponsor in 2008. For a packet of sponsorship 
levels and benefits contact Catherine Hereford at 
256-327-3780 or  chereford@nationalcac.org.
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