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Mark Your CalendarMark Your Calendar

The National Children’sChildren’s
Advocacy Center

“Your Child and the Internet” 
Parents, you are invited to attend a free
community workshop on Internet Safety
on September 27th from 6:00-7:30pm at 
the NCAC campus. Learn how to keep 
your child safe in cyberspace. 
Click the link above for more details.

2007 September Celebration for the Kids 
Join us Friday, September 21st for an evening of 
Atmosphere and Elegance with dinner, dancing,  and live 
and silent auctions. Continue the Celebration on Monday, 
September 24th at the Spike McRoy Kids Classic Golf 
Tournament. Golfers will have the chance to win a NEW 
Toyota Tundra from Bill Penney Toyota! Visit our website 
to reserve your place at the Celebration and to view some 
of our exciting Auction items!

2007 Presenting Sponsors
Crestwood Medical Center

Huntsville Housing Authority
Radiance Technologies

Toyota Motor Manufacturing Alabama

Huntsville Hospital Auxillary Creates 
Clothes Closet

2007 Community Partners
Click link above to visit company websites

COLSA CorporationCOLSA CorporationCOLSA Corporation

The Huntsville Hospital Auxiliary is working to create an "NCAC New 
Start Closet". The National Hospital Auxiliary choose child abuse as the 
"theme or a cause" to be addressed by local Hospital Auxiliaries over the 
next 2 years. Development Director, Catherine Hereford, was contacted 
by the local Auxiliary of Huntsville Hospital and, in keeping with the 
theme, they wanted to work with the NCAC. They met in effort to find a 
service project they could do for the children served at the NCAC that 
also would be in keeping with their group's goals and capabilities.

It was decided that the Auxiliary members would stock and maintain a 
“New Start Closet” on the NCAC campus. The thinking behind this 
conclusion was that they wanted to do something nice for the children 
who had experienced abuse. They also want to be sure that if a child 
was removed from an abusive situation or home, that the NCAC could 
provide them with some new things, as many of them do not leave with 
more than the clothes on their backs.

The "New Start Closet" will have items for children ages 3-18. The closet 
will be filled with new clothing and personal items for the children that we 
serve through our Team and Clinical services. Everything from coats 
and sweaters to underwear, pajamas, barrettes and scrunchys will 
be included in the closet. The staff of the NCAC is greatly appreciative 
for this wonderful group of volunteers who are taking the initiative to 
better the lives of the children and families that are served by the NCAC.

Fire Safety Tips
Remember…

Test smoke alarms monthly
Know two ways out of the house
Decide on a place for your family to meet after you are 
outside the house.
If there is a fire, leave the house right away. As you 
leave, stay low and crawl.
Always feel doors before opening them. If hot, do not 
open and find another way out.
Call the fire department from a phone outside the 
home.
Keep matches, lighters and candles out of children’s 
reach
Never smoke in bed.
Replace frayed electrical wires and cords that can set 
fire to carpeting and rugs. 

For more information visit
www.usa.safekids.org

On Wednesday, August 29th the Huntsville Hospital Auxiliary hosted a 
shower to kick off their campaign and collect items for the closet.
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You can “Change the World”

In the recently released movie “Evan Almighty” the lead character, 
Evan Baxter, promised to “change the world” once he was elected to 
the United States Congress. His attempt at fulfilling his promise 
played out in a lighthearted fictional comedy. In real life, however, 
the thought of being able to change the world can be quite 
overwhelming, but it doesn’t have to be.

You can make a difference in the lives of children and families by 
becoming a Member of the NCAC. Memberships start at as little as 
$25 a year, but have a HUGE impact on many lives. 

Membership donations are used as non-designated funds. This 
means that the money raised through memberships can be used to 
provide necessary support to any program at the NCAC, unlike other 
monies raised through sources like private grants or foundations that 
are often designated for specific purposes and cannot be used for 
any other program or service.

Membership with the NCAC comes with benefits for you, the donor,
and the families and children that we serve. The benefits to the
community are too numerous to outline but thousands of people are 
positively affected each year by the services offered at the Children’s 
Center. The benefits for you, the donor, begin with the ability to stay 
invested and informed about the work that is being done. All 
members are listed in our Annual Report and receive our bi-annual 
newsletter “For the Children” along with monthly e-newsletter 
updates. Also, depending on your level of giving you will receive a 
number of free special tribute cards with which to honor or remember 
your loved ones.  

Local and national support makes the mission of the NCAC possible 
to fulfill. Join the fight against child abuse and neglect by making a 
donation. Please visit our website and click on the Donate Now
button or mail in your donation after you have filled out the 
membership form. Together we can make a difference and “change 
the world”….one child at a time!

Members from  the Exchange Club of Greater Huntsville 
presented a $4,500 check to Chris Newlin, Executive 
Director of the NCAC to benefit the SCAN program.

Tony Hawkes has worked in the NCAC                        
Prevention department for 7 years as a Father 
Support Worker. As a mentor to fathers in need 
of assistance, Tony fills a vital role in providing 
family support services to men. Tony previously 

worked in our Healthy Families program providing parenting 
education and services to fathers of young children. Currently, he 
works in the Just for Dads program, providing services to non-
custodial parents (mostly fathers) in Madison County. Tony’s role is 
to encourage fathers to take responsibility for their children through 
practical means, such as making child support payments, 
increasing parenting skills, and spending time with their children. 
Tony mentors dads by teaching them parenting skills through a 12
week curriculum, helping them find stable jobs (if needed), and 
referring them to other service providers in the community who may 
be able to help get them on the right track to being a responsible 
and involved parent. 
What is the best part of your job? Tony- “Seeing dads who utilize 
the program succeed. We are here to help those who want to help 
themselves.”
What is the hardest part of your job? Tony- “Seeing men with 
the potential to be responsible parents but for whatever reason, like 
addiction, lack of motivation, or family history, they don’t stick with 
the program to see their goals met.”
How do you measure success in the Just for Dad’s program? 
Tony- “I see success when dads finish the 12 week parenting 
curriculum, make 6 months of child support payments in a row, 
and/or spend quality time with their children.” 

Listing of NCAC Programs 
Clinical Programs for Victims

•Counseling Services are offered from highly trained mental health 
professionals who provide individual therapy for victims of child sexual 
abuse and severe physical abuse.
•Teen Support Groups offer a chance for teen victims of child sexual 
abuse to come together and share their experiences and help support 
one another. Again, a highly trained mental health professional also 
offers group therapy.
•The Family Advocate Program provides families of abused children 
support services and strives to educate non-offending caregivers in how 
to protect and support the child victim.

Child Abuse Prevention Programs
•First Steps is a family support program created by Prevent Child 
Abuse Georgia. Trained volunteers and staff offer educational 
information and phone mentoring to parents with new babies for the first 
three months after the baby is born. 
•Healthy Families North Alabama provides home visiting services to 
address the needs of first time parents and their young children. Our 
program is a credentialed site of Healthy Families America, an initiative 
of Prevent Child Abuse America. 
•SCAN (Stop Child Abuse and Neglect) is a school-based program, 
created locally, to improve education and awareness of child abuse and 
neglect for grades 3, 5 & 7.
•The Parent Library is open to the public two days a week and it 
features books, videos and DVDs covering a wide variety of parenting 
topics.

 

If you suspect child abuse, call the National Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-4ACHILD (800-422-4453)
To report child abuse in Huntsville or Madison County, AL call: 256-535-4500

For more information about NCAC programs and services please visit www.nationalcac.org
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