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May 28, 2010
To:
The National Children’s Advocacy Center

From:  
Community Violence Solutions

RE:
The Implementation of the Extended Forensic Evaluation in Northern California

In 2007, OJJDP thru CalEMA funded six programs, three in the North and three in the South, to explore introducing the EFE model from  NCAC here in California.  Community Violence Solutions, our non-profit agency in Contra Costa County, was one of the agencies funded as part of this project.

Using the Children’s Interview Center, an NCA Accredited CAC, as the program to introduce the EFE, Community Violence Solutions (CVS) brought NCAC lead trainer, Linda Cordisco-Steele here to conduct the three-day EFE model training locally for forensic interviewers from seven different counties.  There was also an additional half-day training for ‘other’ MDT members to help them understand how their CAC or MDIC could implement the EFE model.  The training was well attended, and Linda was surprised by the level of interviewing experience represented in the group.  These were not new forensic interviewers, with most averaging at least 3 – 5 years experience, but they were new to using the EFE model.  

At the completion of this training, each county’s MDT was asked to discuss the implementation of the EFE model and to report back about any issues or concerns.  Within only a month, it was obvious that the challenge was to gain the trust of the District Attorney’s that “several sessions” was NOT the same as several interviews.  We knew we had to create a response to these legal concerns.
CVS contracted with well known child abuse legal expert, John E.B. Myers, JD, to present an “EFE Legal Forum.”  Prosecutors, county counsel, detectives, interviewers, and other MDT members from many different Northern California counties attended.  John’s presentation explained the current research related to suggestibility, multiple interviews, etc. and the challenges that might occur in court.  His expertise and explanations put most of the participants at ease, and they left feeling like the EFE is defensible in court.

Though most of the seven Northern California CAC’s and MDIC’s who were interested in the EFE model started their use by removing the mental health measurement tools and focusing most on the parent assessment, interview sessions, and activities, each county came to establish it’s own Protocols for using the EFE model.  

As we have progressed in using the EFE during the past four years, we have discovered several things that can make it’s use successful here in our county and in this state:

(1) We identify the EFE as one interview with from two to four sessions; 


(2) We follow the NCAC ‘criteria’ for the type of case suited for the EFE; 


(3) We don’t use the measurement tools; (4) We have also used the EFE model for older school age 


children or teens who exhibit severe trauma.  (We have had two EFE cases with older kids 
                             move through to a successful prosecution.)  


(5) We all have learned to look at ‘the young child’ differently, and more as a capable witness than 



before the EFE model was introduced.  More young children are having a chance to tell 



and to heal, and that is what we are all about!
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When asked, the three other counties (CAC’s) that worked with CVS on our grant are still using the EFE model even though the grant funds no longer support further training or peer review.

The BEST part of the EFE model was the wonderful training, review, and follow up we received from NCAC’s trainer, Linda Cordisco-Steele.  We learned so much about talking to children that we can’t thank her or NCAC enough for making this model and training available. 

Sincerely, 

Pat Tinker 
Pat Tinker, Director

Community Violence Solutions

Children’s Interview Center

{An NCA Accredited Child Advocacy Center}
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